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Summary:

When Ruan Yan gets a new job, he expected the president the be tall, rich and handsome, but most importantly, ‘Mary Sue’. However, the plot doesn’t quite turn out the way he expected…
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Ruan Yan decided to change his job.

Back then when he came back after studying overseas, he was sweet-talked into a small entrepreneurial company. How small was it? The entire company had six people if one counted the boss and the old cleaning lady.

In the past three years, the number of employees grew by more than ten, yet not one project was completed and no products were developed. The money of angelic investors was completely squandered. After finally getting a commission with much difficulty, it was outsourced to another company due to their own lack of ability.

Even then, their boss who had a heart loftier than the sky would still have the sentence ‘we’ll become a listed company next year’ on the tip of his tongue. He even made it into a poster and stuck it on the door of every toilet cubicle. One day when Ruan Yan was holding in a number two whilst facing the toilet doors, he suddenly realized the truth: This can’t continue anymore! He was going to change jobs! Change jobs!

Learning from the mistake he made the last time he applied for a job, Ruan Yan directly set his goal on ‘listed companies’ this time around.

No matter what one said, in the end, the past three years did give him the chance to enter the profession. His personal abilities did increase, after passing a round of written exams and interviews, with the addition of a good appearance and temperament, there were actually two big companies who offered him an olive branch.

In the end, Ruan Yan chose QianHui Technology, an IT company under the mighty QianHui Group that had rapid development in recent years. With just one glimpse, one could tell it was an enterprise with a great prospect. The most important thing was that he saw the exclusive interview of QianHui Technology’s president in a business magazine. In the exclusive interview, he was described as a god-like figure who was tall, rich and handsome. A person who had the looks if one wanted the looks and had the ability if one wanted the ability. Worshipness blossomed in his heart, the person was just like a ‘Mary Sue’[1].

And so, on that clear sky on a Monday, he wore his best fitting suit, took his steadiest steps in his best mental state and stepped into the doors of the new company.

Going around the huge LOGO in the middle of the lobby, Ruan Yan sent the manager of the HR department a WeChat[2] message: ChenJie[3], I'm here.

ChenJie: Wait. Two minutes.

Ruan Yan: Okay.

The other person kept their promise on the two-minute wait. Ruan Yan saw the tall, slim, experienced short haired woman walk out of the elevator and wave to him, “Xiao Ruan[4], over here.”

ChenJie took him around to familiarize himself with the work environment and introduced him to a few managers from the other departments. Ruan Yan followed behind her well-behaved and greeted others to make himself memorable.

He was talented in the areas of technology, so was naturally put in the Research and Development Department. To his side, ChenJie was discussing HR issues with the manager of the Research and Development Department. Suddenly, everyone’s phone rang, at the same time, the LED signs of every department displayed an emergency notice:

All employees who are fluent in Japanese, please immediately report to Secretary Tao.

Such a large-scaled call for employees must have meant there was an emergency. ChenJie quickly reacted and turned around to ask Ruan Yan, “Xiao Ruan, you came back from studying abroad in Japan, right?”

“Um….yes,” Ruan Yan answered.

“Then go up and help out. This morning we had a trade negotiation with TianZhong Electronics, something probably happened with the translator.”

ChenJie was highly effective in her work, Ruan Yan didn't have any room to argue as he was pushed onto the elevator.

ChenJie brought him over to Secretary Tao and greeted the other person, she didn't say much and hurriedly went down the stairs after taking a call. Thus, Ruan Yan, who still hadn't grasped the situation was left standing in front of Secretary Tao just like that. There were two other employees who were left to hang out dry like him, one wore the blue uniform of the Logistics Department and the other was a man who wore a suit and glasses.

Actually, there were quite a few people in QianHui Technology who knew Japanese, but there weren't many who had the time and interest to fill in for this translator position, plus this also job had some difficulty. Before they had arrived, two people had already been denied by Secretary Tao. Probably because they were tight for time, Secretary Tao didn't bother talking too much to them. He just threw them a piece of information written completely in Japanese and asked them if they understood, and whether they could interpret it for the Japanese client.

The logistics guy didn't even look at it and just gave up, “Whatever, I can do some simple text translations, I can't do interpreting. I still have things to do so I'll take my leave first.”

Glasses guy roughly flipped through the information, and after seeing the large amounts of electronic component labels and analysis of software programs, he pushed his glasses reservedly, “I have no problem with Japanese interpreting, but this is too professional…”

Secretary Tao impatiently grabbed the information back and handed it to Ruan Yan, “What about you?” 

It was a book with detailed descriptions of the company’s new product, it really was very professional, but Ruan Yan could still understand it. It was just that he hadn’t come across some of the descriptions regarding softwares unique to this company, so he was not very familiar with them. 

He said to Secretary Tao, “I can pretty much understand it, but these two softwares…”

Secretary Tao lifted his wrist up and took a look at his watch. He sighed before flipping to a page in the information booklet, “Is this one okay?”

Ruan Yan looked through it carefully, they were all fairly basic descriptions. He nodded his head, “It shouldn't be a problem.” 

“Okay then, come with me.” Secretary Tao signaled him to quickly follow her, “You still have two minutes to familiarize yourself with the information, it is mainly the stuff on pages forty-one to sixty-two. Don't get stage fright, don't say anything extra and don't answer unrelated questions. Understand?”

“U-understand.” Ruan Yan was shocked that she could walk so fast with eight-inch heels. He also found out that the work efficiency here was really high. Everyone looked extremely busy, from talking to doing work, everything was super efficient. It was completely different from his previous company where people got flustered from being too idle.

After such a comparison, Ruan Yan’s fighting spirit grew even greater.

Outside the meeting room, Secretary Tao had one hand on the door handle and looked at Ruan Yan, “Are you ready?”

Ruan Yan closed the information booklet, straightened out the lower hem of his suit and took a deep breath, “Ready.”

*Click*

Ruan Yan walked in, he was still slightly nervous, he felt as though he was kind of walking with the same foot and hand.

Li Han, who sat in the host seat exchanged glances with Secretary Tao and then whilst pretending to be familiar with him, introduced Ruan Yan to TianZhong Electronic’s representative, “This is our translator, he will explain the advantages of the Dawn4 engine to everyone in detail.”

“...” Ruan Yan was a bit muddled.

Huh? Li Han? Wasn’t this QianHui Technology’s president, Li Han?

Why was he suddenly seeing the BOSS, and the BOSS even looked like he knows him well!

He didn’t have any mental preparation, wasn’t the plot developing too fast?

Oh no, today’s tie seemed a bit crooked!

He prayed to the Zhihu gods[5], how was he supposed to pretend that it wasn’t his first time seeing the man of his dreams?

Ruan Yan’s inner drama was plentiful, but in reality it was nothing more than a second. However, this was already enough to make Li Han dissatisfied. Li Han furrowed his brows and gave him a ‘what are you playing at, do you want to die’ glare.

Ruan Yan then realized and hurriedly used Japanese to greet the clients, “This is our first time meeting, I would kindly appreciate your comments. I am Ruan Yan.”

……..

The trade negotiation could be considered a success, Ruan Yan could pretty much answer all the client’s questions. He only got stuck on two fine details, but the issues were cleverly solved by Li Han in the end.

He had the ability and was worthy. His face was handsome and his legs were long, compared to the photos on the magazine, he looked even better in real life. Ignoring the slightly fierce glare, in Ruan Yan’s heart, Li Han had already become a ‘Mary Sue’ written in caps lock.

Returning to the Research and Development Department, Ruan Yan was still pondering over the short meeting when ChenJie gave him more greatly impacting news, “Tidy up your things and go upstairs.”

“What happened?” Ruan Yan didn’t understand.

“Assistant Cheng, who knew Japanese, broke her leg last night when climbing the mountain to see a meteor shower, she has to stay in a hospital for a month.”

“Oh.” Ruan Yan didn’t know what to say, “Assistant Cheng really has many aspirations in life…”

“That’s why, you’ll replace her position during this period of time.”

Ruan Yan almost spat a mouthful of coffee on the keyboard, “Ah?”

ChenJie put it even more blatantly, “President Li has taken a liking to you, he wants you to be his temporary assistant.”

“...”

Before even warming up the chair in the Research and Development Department, Ruan Yan was packed up and thrown out.

ChenJie exchanged his HR files again and patted him on the shoulder, “You’ve got pretty good luck, young lad. Fighting.”

The young lad was full of excitement, “O-okay…”


　
T/N

[1] 苏 (Su) This is what is used in Chinese to describe characters who are Mary Sue. For those who don’t know, a Mary Sue character is idealized and seemingly perfect. They are extremely competent in multiple areas, physically attractive and is viewed as admirable to other characters, sometimes to the extent where it is just not realistic.
　
[2] 微信 (WeChat) It is now one of the most used chatting apps, as well as social media platform in China, like the Chinese version of Line and WhatsApp.

[3] 陈姐 (ChenJie) Chen is the surname of the person. Jie, which means sister, is often used to address a woman/girl who is older than you, but only by a few years (thus would be rude and offensive if you called them auntie or grandma).

[4] 小阮 (Xiao Ruan) Ruan, is Ruan Yan’s surname (surname’s are at the front of the name in Chinese). Xiao, means small, and is often used to address someone who is younger than you.

[5] 知乎大神 Zhihu (知乎), is a Chinese question and answer website, where the questions are created, answered, edited and organized by the community of users. The 大神 aka gods of Zhihu, refer to those users who are extremely pro and can always give perfect answers.
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Ruan Yan officially started working and his office location got moved to the same floor as the president’s office.

The first job guide he saw was President Li’s personal information, it was pretty much the same as the one he read in the magazine. Someone with almost perfect study and work experience, who managed this company and brought it to such success at the young age of thirty-three, he really was the standard protagonist of a president genre novel.

It was just that he had a small question. In order to increase communication between colleagues, during chit-chat at lunch, Ruan Yan asked, “Why use red to label President Li’s horoscope?” It was double underlined too.

Xiao Wang answered with a weird expression, “It’s just to tell you that President Li is a very, very, very typical Virgo.”

Xiao Zhang interrupted, “Hey hey, don’t hate on our great Virgo.”

“We’re not trying to bring shame on you guys. You Virgos have the most trash talk about you on the internet.”

“Recently, the internet also says that things aren’t in favor for you Pisces people, I’m telling you that you better be careful these days. You were scolded fourteen times last week, weren’t you? Try hard to break the record this week…”

Ruan Yan listened to them talk on and on, in truth he didn’t understand. He wasn’t well versed in horoscopes, thus couldn’t understand the deeper meaning of the red label.

However, after he really stepped into President Li’s circle of work, he instantly understood the care and thought put into this reminder.

Maybe because he left quite a strong impression being the translator, Ruan Yan received a phone call about a job regarding TianZhong Electronics that very afternoon, and was called over to Li Han’s office.

When he saw this person in the morning, Li Han had thought he was an intern who just graduated, however the HR Department said that this person had already worked for many years. He seemed rash and dumb, not mature at all. Li Han had originally not planned to make him his assistant, but the TianZhong Electronics’ joint project was very tight for time and had a lot of information. He really didn’t have the time to find another handy assistant, he could only make do and use this person for now.

Seeing Ruan Yan not even know where to put his hands and feet, Li Han asked in detest, “Which company did you work at before?”

Ruan Yan answered, “YingYou Network Company.”

Li Han gave a snort of contempt, “What rubbish company is that, I’ve never heard of it.”

Ruan Yan, “...” Why did he feel like the mood wasn’t right?

“I don’t care what you used to do. You are now my assistant, you are responsible for this office’s cleaning, file organization, delivery of beverages including coffee, as well as the restaurant reservations I want, the fruits I want to eat and the phone calls I don’t want to pick up. Understand?

“Yes, I understand.” Ruan Yan hurriedly noted it down in his little notebook.

Li Han randomly pointed to the neat pile of printed information, “This is the information given to us by TianZhong Electronics, I want you to pick out the important points and present it to me within two hours. The laptop over there is for you to use, Dawn4’s engine blueprint is on there for you to use as reference material. They’re all top-secret files, don’t get any bad thoughts.”

“Okay, I understand.”

“Hmm, go pour me a cup of coffee, with milk and no sugar.”

Ruan Yan stuffed the little notebook into his pocket and quickly went out to pour a cup of coffee before coming back.

Before placing the coffee on the table, he closely appreciated the side profile of the president of his dreams, he thought that this face was just so handsome. If this was placed in an idol drama, then the female lead should accidentally spill the coffee or something, then get upset and say ‘sorry, sorry I didn’t mean to do it’ anxiously to successfully gain the attention of the high-handed president...

Lost in various fantasies and thoughts, he didn’t know how it happened but when he placed the cup down, Li Han coincidentally turned the president’s chair. The back of the chair knocked into a nerve in his elbow, his elbow slightly shook and the cup of hot coffee just slid off the tray and precisely landed on Li Han’s trouser legs.

At this very moment, Ruan Yan’s heart was crumbling —— No way! He was really going to get this plotline!?

Time seemed to stop for a few seconds.

However, it only seemed to, because the boiling coffee on Li Han trouser leg was still steaming up hot air and dripping down drop by drop.

Ruan Yan apologized anxiously and upsettingly, “Sorry President Li. I’m really really sorry, I didn’t do it on purpose. Do you have any clothes you could change into here? I’ll go get it for you…”

Ruan Yan awkwardly lifted his head and met with Li Han’s calm and peaceful eyes. Right at that moment, he still felt as though there was a sliver of hope, such a ‘Mary Sue’ god-like man could possibly be very gentlemanly? Maybe he only ‘successfully gained his attention’?

Li Han moved.

His long, slender and elegant finger lifted the coffee cup on his leg, his lips carried a faint smile of unknown meaning.

He stood up, looked down at his wet pants before gradually lifting his hand…

And slammed it down with great force.

The cup flew along a curved path at great speed before braking to smithereens on the floor with a *crash*.

Ruan Yan closed his eyes by instinct.

An angry voice resounded in the office, “Why does every new assistant have to pour coffee on my pants?! Do I have some weird magnetic field on the lower half of my body? You have the guts to spill my coffee then why don’t you get the guts to pretend to slip and fall onto me?! My pants are worth ten thousand dollars each, compensate me! Pay me back now! Send the money through to my Alipay account!”

Ruan Yan became dumbfounded then and there.

Wait a second, the president’s plot he thought of in his head seemed to be more exciting.

What was with a pair of pants costing ten thousand dollars, was this some opportunistic behavior?

And what was with Alipay, why was he so simple and rude?

Where was the gentle, generous gentleman?

Where was the promised ‘Mary Sue’ president *sob*...

Seeing the other looking dumbstruck again, Li Han scolded, “What are you dumbly spacing out for?!”

Ruan Yan shrinked his head back and said, “P-president Li, I only have $256.80 in my Alipay account…”

Li Han shouted angrily, “Are you mentally retarded? Who cares how much money you have in your account!” He gave the other person a card, “Go grab a suit from the lounge in the inner room and clean up the table! Oh, and don’t forget to finish organizing those two stacks of information in one hour and fifty minutes! What are you still spacing out for?!”

Looking at mess on the floor as well as the stack of printed information that was at least half a meter tall, Ruan Yan got to work after getting scared shitless.

Li Han didn’t really want him to pay money, but after being cruelly tormented, Ruan Yan finally woke up from his dream of the other being the ‘man of his dreams’. With shattering sounds, a few cracks also appeared on the ‘Mary Sue’ written in caps lock in his heart.

After a week, Ruan Yan fully understood that the president of his dreams wasn’t just a tad hard to serve!

His office had to be completely free of dust, but when he ate bread he would always leave bread crumbs everywhere. There was nothing Ruan Yan wanted to do more than stuff a vacuum cleaner in his mouth. His demanded that all the books and information have to be put neatly in order of their serial number, yet every time after he flipped them open he would just randomly throw it somewhere. There was one occasion where Ruan Yan actually found two sheets of statistic reports on the water tank of the toilet in the bathroom. He wanted Ruan Yan to organize his daily schedule orderly, even the time he spent in the toilet must be precise right down to the very second, however he never did things according to the schedule. He was so wayward that it made other people want him to eat his own work schedule.

Ruan Yan was now suspicious that Assistant Cheng broke her leg on purpose.

Even a needle dropping on the floor could be heard in the office, Ruan Yan stood in front of Li Han’s desk with his head hung low and got ready to receive his thirty-second criticism of the week.

Li Han coldly laughed and threw the project plan at his face, “You think you’re so amazing now that you’ve succeeded in getting TianZhong Electronics’ order? You think you can just randomly give me some trash plan? You can just go straight to planning the project and not do a background check on the client? How is this loss going to be calculated, huh? It’s a loss of three hundred thousand! You have to compensate for it, pay up now! Pay the money through Alipay!”

Ruan Yan said that same sentence again, “President Li, I only have $256.80 in my Alipay account.”

Li Han replied, “Who cares how much money you have in your account! You don’t know how to do anything, why should I keep you?! Go clean the entire building!”

Ruan Yan left in sadness, he grabbed the mop and rag and started washing and scrubbing without any complaints. The ‘Mary Sue’ written in caps lock in his heart had already withered down to a single ‘S’.

After a month, Ruan Yan got marginalized by his colleagues for no apparent reason.

Some secret admirer of Assistant Cheng spread the rumors saying that Ruan Yan planned for Assistant Cheng to get hurt and then recommended himself to take her place. He then showed great attentiveness in front of President Li to the point where even though Assistant Cheng had recovered by now, she still couldn’t return to her original position at work. There were even worse rumors that said he didn’t have the abilities to work and must have used some dirty methods to stay by President Li’s side. There were all sorts of rumors and in conclusion, they all described him as a deeply scheming pervert who would use unscrupulous divisive tactics.

At first Ruan Yan didn’t know what happened, he just felt like there were people constantly talking behind his back. It later developed into someone purposely giving him the wrong file or pretending to forget to notify him of a meeting time.

Due to frequent mistakes, Ruan Yan got scolded many times. He had reached the end of his forbearance and argued that it was because his colleagues marginalized him and deliberately made things difficult for him. Yet as a result, Li Han mocked him, “Ha, everyone else is fine but it’s just you who’s getting excluded? Maintaining good interpersonal relationships are basic social skills, you should go fix the problem you caused yourself! Is there any use in telling me? Am I your father? Who’s got so much free time to worry about your shitty issues!?”

Ruan Yan was speechless.

He just changed his job and came across all this. His bonus this month just went down the drain. After he paid the rent and water and electricity bills, he even needed to bargain with the old man selling grilled sweet potato on the streets.

Ruan Yan didn’t know whether to laugh or cry from the rumors, he knew that it was useless to refute them. It was a fabricated crime in the first place, the more he touched on it the blacker it would get, and so he decided to put things straight with his actions.

What shit assistant job was this? He didn’t want to do it anymore even if he got paid money, he wanted to fill in an application to get transferred to another department!

Ruan Yan handed in a transfer application.

President Li ripped it and didn’t approve it.

Ruan Yan handed in a transfer application through the HR Department.

President Li put down the reason of rejection as: Too young, too simple.[1]

Ruan Yan proposed the application for a department transfer face to face.

President Li signed the file in his hands and gave it to him, “You either work or get lost.”

Ruan Yan gave up. He resculpted the ‘S’ letter in his heart into a middle finger.


T/N

[1] Too young too simple; Please note that this was originally in English.
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Ruan Yan lived through the three months of probation in all sorts of torment, stress and defiance. The mysterious thing was that after bearing with the journey, he felt as though he seemed to have gotten used to it. Recently, he got scolded at less, work went smoothly and his ability to judge problems and solve issues also grew a lot.

Thinking back, he didn’t receive any substantial blows from Li Han, it was just that the other’s personality was a bit annoying and irritable.

With this mentality, Ruan Yan’s anger wasn’t so fiery anymore.

Friday night, Li Han had to go to engage in social activities but he had temporarily sent his driver out to run errands. Taking into account that he had to drink alcohol at night, Li Han got Ruan Yan to drive him to the hotel.

Ruan Yan felt very baffled, “President Li, this isn’t part of my job, right? Plus, wouldn’t you be degrading yourself too much if you went there sitting in my old secondhand car?”

Li Han didn’t mind, “I’ll pay you for the extra hours and the fuel. You just have to worry about driving and don’t think too much about degrading my image. I earn credit with my face not with the car.”

“Okay then.” Ruan Yan happily took the job after getting overtime pay and fuel money.

As soon as the car started, before it even drove out of the carpark, the two people suddenly felt an unnatural jolt. Ruan Yan’s heart missed a beat and got off the car to take a look, as expected the left front tire was punctured by a nail.

Li Han also got off the car, “Tsk, why did a nail appear out of nowhere!”

Perplexed, Ruan Yan asked, “What do we do?”

“What do we do? Of course, we change the tire. Do you have a spare tire?”

“Oh, oh, yes I do.” Ruan Yan opened the boot before becoming completely baffled again, “But I don’t know how to change it.”

Li Han, “...”

Ruan Yan suggested, “President, why don’t you call your driver back?”

Li Han took off his blazer and rolled up his shirt sleeves. “You don’t know how to do anything, you good for nothing rubbish!” he said whilst taking out the spare tire and jack, “Move, you’re in the way!”

“Oh.”

And so Ruan Yan just stood to the side with his arms crossed, looking at his own boss changing the tire of his secondhand car.

Clearly it was a very unusual and awkward scene, yet for some unknown reason, he actually felt a bit, just that little tiny bit… ‘Mary Sue’.

Li Han was drenched in sweat after changing the tire, his clothes were dirty too. He bought a set of clothes to change into at a shopping center on the way and then raced to the hotel. He arrived more than ten minutes late, luckily the people at this social event weren’t strangers so there wasn’t too much of a negative influence.

The business negotiations that day were very successful, the price for the success was that Li Han drank too much alcohol.

Ruan Yan served the role as his assistant and driver so he couldn’t drink. He was helpless as he looked at Li Han’s complexion turn from red to pale. At this moment, he deeply understood that being a president wasn’t so easy.

On the way back to Li Han’s house, Ruan Yan kept paying close attention to him through the rearview mirror. After all, the other person was in his car, thus feared that they would lose control and throw up in his car.

Li Han leaned against the backseat with his eyes closed and brows knit together, his complexion was very bad, it seemed like he was really feeling unwell.

Seeing his hand pressed against his stomach, Ruan Yan nervously asked, “Do you want to vomit?”

Li Han slightly opened his eyes, his next words were fairly understandable, “I didn’t even eat much food, there’s nothing to vomit out.”

“Oh.” Ruan Yan let out a sigh of relief before he took another glimpse through the rearview mirror, “Does your stomach feel uncomfortable? I heard that it’s very bad if you drink alcohol on an empty stomach…”

“Red light! Are you blind! Drive your car properly, stop with your nonsense!”

“...”

His goodwill got mistaken for ill intent! Ruan Yan pressed right down on the brakes and rolled his eyes backwards. If he acknowledge him again he would be his grandson[1]!

After safely sending him to the bottom of the building, Ruan Yan wanted to quickly leave as soon as the other person got out of his car. However, after he saw Li Han struggle to walk whilst holding a wall, he hesitated.

He finally compromised after he went through a few psychological battles and remembered back to the scene when the other person changed his car tire.

If he was his grandson then so be it! He can’t be the uncle[2] normally anyways.

Ruan Yan supported the other person home, poured him a cup of hot water and found some stomach medicine. Seeing his unwell and pale complexion, Ruan Yan went back into the kitchen and found a bag of frozen dumplings. He boiled them, mixed the dipping sauce and placed it in front of Li Han.

Although it was just a plate of dumplings that required absolutely no skill to make, in the end it was still hot food. Having recovered for a while on the sofa, Li Han didn’t hold back and devoured it like a hungry wolf.

Li Han sighed, “It seems like you are still of some use, you even know how to cook.”

Taking advantage of being the benefactor, Ruan Yan used this opportunity to let out his anger, he pretended to be surprised and exclaimed, “I never knew that President Li’s requirement for ‘knows how to cook’ would be so low.”

“What, are my requirements in other areas very high?”

“Haha, they're okay.”

Li Han ignored his mockery and comfortably leaned against the sofa. He stretched his arms out like he was trapping Ruan Yan in his territory, “The house you rent is very far away from the company, right? The place across mine is up for rent right now, why don't you move over there. The transport is convenient and you'll have more time to work. I can look after you too.”

Ruan Yan took a look around his house before he gazed at the president like he was looking at a retard and said, “President Li, do you think the wage you give me is enough to pay for the rent here?”

Li Han asked, “It’s not enough?”

“....Guess?” Ruan Yan coldly laughed, “And are you sure it's to look after and not to abuse?”

“Okay then, whatever you want.” Li Han didn’t force him. 

Probably because he was used to being enslaved, Ruan Yan helped the other person wash the bowl and chopsticks like a good for nothing idiot. When he came out he saw that Li Han had already fallen asleep on the sofa.

He grabbed a thin blanket and threw it over the other person before he turned off the lights and left.

　　
T/N

[1] 孙子 This literally means grandson. In Chinese, it’s also slang for being the subordinate/one that receives orders and has a lower rank 

[2] 大爷 Literally means uncle. Also slang for the person who is in a higher position/the arrogant bully. It is a pair of 孙子
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With the blink of an eye, Ruan Yan had now worked at QianHui Technology for more than half a year. He didn’t know when his life goal had become: Ensure Li Han can’t pick out any problems. He would try his hardest to do everything to its best as to block that annoying president’s mouth, so he couldn’t boss him around again.

By now, Ruan Yan had already become somewhat of a superman in the professional field, he rose from a small assistant to a special assistant within half a year. He was also concurrently in charge of being the advisor for the Research and Development Department. He had the auditing authority for projects in his hands so his wage even increased by several folds.

Of course, there were still people who disliked him and secretly obstructed him quite a few times, but he wasn’t that cowardly new person who would just swallow insults and humiliation in silence anymore. As for the person who would spread rumors every now and then, he just pointed out their infringement of commission regulations, thus cut off their hopes of getting promoted.

That person barged into the meeting room cursing at him, they used every single dirty word out there and even described the ‘black history’ of how he got his position in vivid detail. The brilliance of the plot was enough to top an imperial harem play.

Ruan Yan patiently listened to him and didn’t take any action at all.

He said to the person in front of everyone else, “You like Assistant Cheng right? But Assistant Cheng already changed jobs, why don’t you leave together with her? You can’t chase the girl you like and you only know how to be jealous of someone stronger than you since you can’t get promoted. I don’t have time to write an imperial harem drama script with a loser like you.”

The person wanted to argue again but Ruan Yan used his fountain pen and tapped against the surface of the table, “You can either work or get lost. Understand?”

The person causing trouble left red faced.

Li Han who sat in the boss’s seat glanced over at Ruan Yan, the corner of his lips slightly lifted up, “Next topic of discussion.”

The busiest time at the end of the year passed, Ruan Yan hadn’t had a good rest for more than a month. With the addition of the cold weather and the cold virus wreaking havoc, after he organized the last project bid, he gloriously fell sick.

Ruan Yan took three days off work. He went to the hospital to get prescribed some cold medicine and cough syrup, he then went to the supermarket to buy a bunch of food for future use and rested at home in peace and quiet. Far away from work, far away from his boss, he enjoyed the tranquil from body to soul as he ate snacks whilst catching up on American dramas.

On the other hand, Li Han was about to break down.

Li Han suddenly realized, he almost couldn’t take this life without Ruan Yan anymore! 

He wasn’t accustomed to anything he did: Why did the substitute assistant put the files on his left-hand side, it wasn’t not convenient at all! If he wanted to search for any information he had to prepare it temporarily, wasn’t it usually organized for him perfectly already?! He didn’t feel good using the toilet paper either, why couldn’t they buy the toilet paper he used to use that had the optimal softness?!

Nothing he ate was comfortable: It was the same coffee with milk and no sugar, yet why was there such a big difference in taste?! The oranges weren’t sweet, the apple skins weren’t peeled cleanly, there were too many black spots on the banana, how was he supposed to eat that! Today was Wednesday, steamed bass should have been ordered for lunch, this braised pork was too damn oily!

The first day Ruan Yan took off work, Li Han had already become so mad he wanted to jump off the thirty-sixth floor. After he finally survived past working hours, he would get everything ready to go personally visit the patient.

Li Han knocked until the door opened, an extremely unrefined, striped cotton padded jacket entered his sight. Someone was sporting a chicken’s nest on their head and had a red nose from too much snot. Peanut crisp crumbs were stuck on their face… Li Han didn’t even recognize Ruan Yan at first sight. 

It wasn’t at the company anyways, nor was it at his boss’s home, Ruan Yan didn’t give Li Han any face at all in his own territory.

He casually pointed to the untidy sofa, “Sit.”

He casually poured a cup of water, “Drink.”

He casually threw him a bag of peanut crisps, “Eat.”

He then hugged his body pillow on the sofa, pressed the play button on the remote and continued to watch American drama.

Li Han stiffly sat on the plastic bag and wrapping papers, he didn’t look too good.

Since he was coming here to visit the patient, Li Han decided that he would initiate the greetings.

Do you feel any better?

I hope you get better soon?

What medicine did you get prescribed and did they work after you took them?

Li Han thought that these words all seemed so weak and pathetic, he was a practical person who never said such idiotic and childish words.

After much consideration, he kindly said, “Why don’t you come to work tomorrow?”

“...” Ruan Yan looked at him with no expression whilst he calculated in his head how many years were still left on his labor contract and whether there was still time to rip it up.

Li Han lightly coughed, “So it seems like you can’t recover so quickly? Then just feel at ease and recuperate. You have to take your medicine and rest well, so you can be in good spirits when you come back to work. Here, this is the present I bought you.”

Ruan Yan flipped through the large bag he was given, inside there was a box of fruits, an iPad and a cute mask that had cat whiskers drawn on it.

Ruan Yan held the mask up with his finger, “President Li, what is the meaning of this?”

Li Han replied seriously, “It means to take strict precautions against the virus and to work in good health. You have to wear it when you go back to work, otherwise it won’t be good if I get infected with your virus. This mask also has a protection of PM2.5, it’s good for you.”

“...” If he terminated the labor contract beforehand, how much was the compensation for breach of contract again?

Ruan Yan stood up in disappointment, he picked out two apples from the box but he only peeled one and even cut it into pieces before placing it into a bowl and sticking in toothpicks. As for the other one, he just washed it with water and bit into it.

Li Han looked at him in surprise, “You don’t peel the skin off?”

Ruan Yan bit down with a crunch, “Too lazy to peel it, I’m not so particular about these things.”

Li Han picked up a slice of the pre-cut apple with a toothpick and felt a bit awkward. This person was sick himself and still tried his best to care about his personal likings. To take on the job of an assistant to such an extent, there were no problems to pick out anymore.

He suddenly felt touched. How could he still have the appetite to eat this apple. Li Han grabbed the half-bitten apple in Ruan Yan’s hand and gave him the pre-cut one, “You eat this one.”

After talking he was about to bite down onto the unpeeled apple when Ruan Yan stopped him, “Hey, hey, I’ve got a cold!”

“Oh.” Li Han clumsily cut off the part Ruan Yan bit with a knife, “Now it’s fine.”

Ruan Yan ate the apple while he secretly glanced at the other person through his peripheral vision. He thought to himself that even though this boss wasn’t ‘Mary Sue’, there were still a few good points about him so he would keep the contract for now.

Ruan Yan recovered and returned to being that all-powerful special assistant. He didn’t wear the mask inside the company building but he did put it on when he left the house.

Li Han instantly felt that the information was organized, the toilet paper was good and lunch tasted delicious again. Everything was perfect, it’s just that he was now left with a sequela —— as soon as Ruan Yan was more than ten steps away from him, he would feel all kinds of irritation and uncomfortableness. He wouldn’t be happy unless he tied the person to his side.

Li Han finished signing all the files quickly and once again brought up the previous topic, “Really, you should move to my building, otherwise it’s too inconvenient and too tiring to come and go from work every day. The room opposite mine has already been rented out, there’s another room on the lower level.”

Ruan Yan took the file folder, and after checking that there’s no mistakes he ambiguously replied, “Oh.”

Li Han said, “Your current pay isn’t enough to buy a house, but you should be able to rent it.”

Ruan Yan hesitated for a second, “I’ll think about it.”

The large project on his hands was pretty much finished. QianHui Technology signed a contract with another large scaled gaming company. All of the other party’s VR helmets were about to get installed with the Dawn4 engine. After getting this commission down, the stocks were even pulled onto the ceiling, the entire company entered a period of rejoice and excitement. A special celebration party was even held.

At the celebration party, other than the routinely events of appraising and comparing outstanding employees and raffle tickets, some random person thought of adding an athletics competition. The prize was very mysterious and alluring, apparently it had something to do with a holiday trip overseas, thus attracted many employees to participate.

After working for a long time, Ruan Yan also really wanted to go on holiday, and so signed up for it, eager to give it a shot.

However, the competitions left him speechless.

Competition Event One:  Carrying Coffee Cups.

The design of the challenge was very attractive. After the dye in the cup spills, whoever’s dye was closest to the stitch line of the inner thighs of the full body-sized pillow of the president wins. This tested people’s hand-eye coordination. After precise calculations, the stitch line was the best position to spill coffee. It wasn’t better if it was closer to crotch area because one could burn the president’s important body part.

Competition Event Two: Pretending to Fall Over

This competition was to see who could fall in the most graceful position, whilst having a desolate and helpless expression when doing so to cause others to take pity on you. During the competition, a bloke from the Technical Department fell after a 720-degree turn. That tactful cry, that painful and sad expression, even Ruan Yan couldn’t help but fall in love upon seeing it. However, in the end he lost on appearance to a fair, beautiful young lady who kindly accepted the highest score for this round of competition with a limp leg.

Competition Event Three: Slapping the Face

A competition for those brilliant at acting. It required competitors to set their own plot and perform a mind-blowing scene with a sandbag president as their significant other half.  Someone performed the ‘pushed against a wall’ scene with a drunk president. They used the sandbag president to push themselves onto the wall before slapping ‘him’ across the face and saying in shame and sadness, “Just what kind of person do you take me for!” This one received quite a high score, but it didn’t win. The winning performance was one about a girl’s third auntie’s second uncle who got cataracts and needed a shit ton of money to get cured. Forced with no other options left, she could only beg the president for help, yet the president actually presented a shocking demand saying, “Then you can go organize all the investment data of the projects in the past three years for me”. Thus, she slapped him in the face full of anger.

“So realistic, perfect,” said the judges who had an eye for judging the Oscar awards.

Competition Event Four: Getting Checks Thrown in the Face

When the actor for the president’s mother throws the checks, the competitors must display a perfect turn of the head, the despair at the time as well as the anger when your human dignity is tread upon. These were all the important marking criterias. However, the most important point was your attitude towards the check.

To resolutely rip it was too pretentious. To just accept it meant you had no backbone. What was the best thing to do?

You then see the winner who calmly received the check and said in a mournful but not distressing manner, “Huh, this is it? This isn’t even a sufficient amount of money to buy enough milk powder for the baby in my belly. Whatever, just let things be. Auntie, if there’s nothing else then I’ll take my leave first, I’ve got to hurry over to get a prenatal checkup.”

“So quick-witted!” said the judges, “This is a battle between the souls! Not pretentious, nor humble, not only did you get the money and protect your dignity, you also brought out the plotline of ‘the baby in my belly’ that has great development potential. Absolutely ingenious! Full marks!”

The winners received the honorable title of ‘You successfully caught my attention’.

The prize was a five-dollar coupon for overseas travel. You could use this coupon and exchange it for five RMB from the Financial Department no matter which country you decided to visit. Through this, the company expressed its support for your holiday trip.

The main organizer of the event got a beating.

Most of the participants were employees who were replacements for actresses and actors, playing around was purely for fun.

Ruan Yan was frightened after the very first competition, because the image of the high-handed president had long been destroyed in his heart, he was willing to accept defeat.

The competition was held while Li Han wasn’t present. When Li Han returned, he felt that the atmosphere in the company wasn’t quite right, when he asked Ruan Yan, the other person just smiled in silence. 
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Ruan Yan went overseas in the end.

However, it was Li Han taking him out on a ‘business trip’. Of course, on the surface it was just to go communicate and investigate. In truth, the job was done in two days, the rest of the time was spent relaxing on holiday.

They travelled from Tokyo to Hokkaido before resting in Kyoto.

The day before they returned, they went to the Fushimi Inari Shrine. The orange torii were never ending, forming a deep and serene tunnel, it was a leisure to walk inside it. There was a couple in front of them, the girl was peering about between the poles and intimately taking photos with her boyfriend. They laughed the entire way, which in turn made the two grown men seem extremely boring.

Ruan Yan suddenly felt as though the atmosphere between them was a bit weird.

He saw that each torii had words carved on them, most of them were people’s names or some Japanese share company, which meant that some were built through private donations, whereas others were built under a company’s name. He then broke the silence and said, “Why don’t we get a torii for our company?”

Li Han shook his head, “We don’t believe in Shintoism, there’s no point in spending the money.”

Ruan Yan sighed, “See what I mean, you aren’t a ‘Mary Sue’ president at all.”

Li Han lifted an eyebrow up and looked at him, “You keep on going on about some ‘Mary Sue’ thing, what does it mean?”

Ruan Yan replied, “Let’s put it this way, if it was a ‘Mary Sue’ president, then right now they should say: It’s nothing but a few torii, I’ll buy this entire mountain top and place torii everywhere.”

Li Han said, “... they should be a retard right?”

Ruan Yan tsked, “This is why you don’t understand.”

With that, Li Han was not convinced. He stopped walking and deliberately held onto Ruan Yan with one hand, his other hand lifted up forty-five degree in angle and pointed off into the distance. He got into position and said with a high handed expression, “You want to build one? I’ve already bought the entire mountain top. I will place torii all over it and carve your name on every single one.”

Ruan Yan, “...”

Chotto matte[1], this scene didn’t seem right!

I think I’ve walked into the wrong filming location?

What was with dragging me in with a sudden low voiced soundtrack[2]!

I prayed to the Zhihu gods, my boss has eaten a walnut that was cracked by a door[3], how do I cure it?

After many seconds, Li Han returned back to normal and said provocatively, “So, was that ‘Mary Sue’?”

Ruan Yan’s soul that was almost going to go to heaven from appeasement, stiffly replied four words, “...Are you a retard?”

At night, they lived together in a standard room at a simple Japanese-styled hotel. The staff placed two sets of futons on their tatami and placed an origami crane on each one, wishing them a good night’s sleep.

But after washing up and getting ready to sleep, both of them lied down in a straight position and couldn’t really sleep.

Li Han started the discussion first, “You probably thought I was very annoying and unreasonable at the beginning, right? You wanted to change departments many times.”

Ruan Yan said, “No.” Not at the beginning, even now he still thought the other person was very annoying and unreasonable.

“I apologize to you for my bad temper and the times I made things difficult for you. I think I never said it to you, but as an assistant, you’re already good enough. With you by my side, my work goes much more smoothly. You pay great attention to detail and also have high capabilities.”

“Oh, thank you.” Okay, so he wasn’t really that annoying and unreasonable.

Li Han turned his head around and asked, “Do you still want to change departments now?”

Ruan Yan gazed at the ceiling, the moonlight outside the window reflected in his eyes, “At first, I was the one who was clumsy and couldn’t complete the tasks well. If I don’t finish the job, I should get scolded. All this helped me to perfect my skills. This position has allowed me to learn many things, I’m very thankful. Of course, you really were very annoying back then, you almost drove me into madness a few times. I had thoughts from wanting to spit in your coffee, to taking ugly photos of you and posting them on the company’s public platform as an anonymous user, as well as buying expired bento for you to eat…”

By now, every hair on Li Han’s body was standing up.

Ruan Yan continued, “But I didn’t do any of it. I know that all of these are despicable and shameful methods.”

Li Han’s finally felt at ease.

“That’s why I decided to puncture your car tire.”

“...”

Ruan Yan looked at him, “Remember that time when you changed my tire? I originally placed that nail near your parking spot, unfortunately after a few days it still didn’t work, probably because your driver is too skilled. I don’t know how it happened, but later that nail landed near my car. In the end… yeah. It’s evident that one shouldn’t have an evil heart.”

Li Han wasn’t looking good at all.

According to his temper before, if he had met such a shocking subordinate who wanted to harm their boss, he would definitely have cursed ferociously at them before taking away all their bonus. However, right now, he only had one rather baffling thought….

Why was my special assistant so cute!

They chatted for most of the night, the small wall that lay between them had now fallen. After returning to China, the room on the floor beneath Li Han’s was rented out, and so he directly invited Ruan Yan to live together with him.

Ruan Yan thought about it and agreed to paying him the rent according to its actual price.

However, the life of the two people living together left much to be desired. Ruan Yan discovered that Li Han’s eccentrics at work were also reflected in his everyday habits.

He would always be intensely critical about weird details. For example, the curtains weren’t blocking the sun well enough, or the flower carvings on the bed head weren’t magnificent etc. Yet he paid no heed to the rubbish he made, the dust on the floor nor the filth in the bathroom. He didn’t know how to cook himself but was extremely picky about take away foods. As a crazy fan of online shopping, he liked to spend money frivolously, every month his Alipay bill would be a huge number. Ruan Yan even found a washing bag specifically designed for bras and a bag of Whisper[4] night pads amongst the pile of deliveries.

Back then, Ruan Yan didn’t really care about these things, but ever since he became Li Han’s secretary, he trained himself to be intolerable to every single mistake. Thus, he cleaned the entire apartment like a strong gust of wind sweeping away fallen leaves. At the same time, he made a list of ‘Twelve Dont’s’ and stuck it on the fridge, hoping to slightly restrain Li Han’s behavior.

The surprising thing was, Li Han was very obedient and actually tried hard to fix his shortcomings. Not only this, Li Han was moved by Ruan Yan’s attitude of having to do everything personally without complaining. His inner lazy cells were killed and he also started to shoulder a bit of the burdens on his own initiative. Washing the dishes, buying the groceries, using the vacuum cleaner… he mastered these skills well.

Ruan Yan was shocked and posted a question on Zhihu:

I live in the same house as my boss, it’s a 140 square meter, luxurious small apartment in the city. He used to always have this arrogant bully look on him, the way he bossed me around was so annoying. Recently, he actually started to do the housework on his own initiative. Yesterday he even showed me his bankbook, I don’t know what he means. I’m suspicious that he ate a walnut that was nipped by a wall, causing the poison to enter his brain. He’s probably in the late stages of being mentally retarded. So here’s the question, how much is the new VR helmet that’s installed with the Dawn4 engine?

One answer received more than 3000 likes:

You probably need Yooooooooooo[5] dollars.

On Ruan Yan’s birthday, Li Han organised a big celebration.

There were no friends invited, no champagne, no five-layer cake, nor a surprise from suddenly opening the lights. He just cooked a scarcely edible dinner and gave him another 140 square meter, small, luxurious apartment in the city, a car that cost a few hundred thousand dollars as well as five subordinates.

Li Han heroically said, “You always say I’m not ‘Mary Sue’, is this ‘Mary Sue’ enough?”

Ruan Yan held a property ownership certificate in one hand and car keys in the other, he wanted nothing more than to stuff these into the other person’s mouth, “You call this ‘Mary Sue’? This is called ‘an ugly woman trying to imitate a famous beauty’[6]! The property tax nowadays is so high, even property charges in small residential districts are ridiculously high, do I have so much money to burn!? And this car, one foot on the accelerator and there goes a few dollars on fuel. There are often traffic jams in the city, if the car gets crashed or scraped, I don’t even have enough money to repair it. Why would I need it! Five subordinates, why are you giving me so many people? Are they going to wash my feet and cut my nails, do you think that I’m you?”

Li Han was very unsatisfied, and angrily retorted, “I let you live here yet you insist on paying me rent. I give you a house and car yet you don’t want it. I want to lessen your burden yet you find me meddlesome! Why are you being so courteous with me! Can’t I just be a ‘Mary Sue’ president in peace and quiet!”

Ruan Yan rolled his eyes back right down to his ankles, “It’s not that I’m being courteous to you, you’re just not cut out to be a ‘Mary Sue’ president, understand? Hurry up, stop being so ‘Mary Sue’ and go do the dishes.”

Li Han had never felt so wronged in his life.

He washed the pots while defending himself, “Who said I’m not ‘Mary Sue’! You’re just being bias because of your first impression of me! Have you read my exclusive interview on the business magazine? I’m a god-like figure who is tall, rich and handsome, a person who has the looks if you want the looks and has the ability if you want the ability…”

With the murmurs of the god-like figure who’s tall, rich and handsome next to his ears, Ruan Yan sat cross legged on the sofa and used the laptop to help Li Han organise the incoming emails about work. He lifted his eyes to look at the man’s back figure and the corners of his lips formed a small smile.


-END-


T/N

[1] 桥豆麻袋 (Qiao Dou Ma Dai) Chinese people like to put together Chinese words that resemble phrases in other languages. This particular phrase (when spoken in Chinese) sounds similar to the Japanese phrase, chotto matte, which means wait a moment. 

[2] 低音炮 This can be used to describe someone, typically a male who has a really deep, low, rich voice. As a Mary Sue male character, is often associated with that typical low and deep voice of a dominating character (at least in Ruan Yan’s world), in this context, Ruan Yan is saying why is there a sudden plot twist that is bringing out a Mary Sue president.

[3] 被门夹过的核桃 Literally means a walnut that’s been cracked open by a door. Essentially, if someone eats this then they become retarded and dumb, because it’s said that walnuts are good for the brain, whereas people often insult others being dumb by saying, “Did your head get nipped by a door?”. This phrase is the joining of these two sentences. It’s said that only a person who’s been nipped in the head by a door can be cured by eating a walnut that was nipped by a door. However, if a normal person eats one that was cracked open by a door, then they become dumb.

[4] 护舒宝 A brand name (officially translated as Whisper) and is one of the more popular brands for female sanitary items

[5] Yooooooooooo Okay, so this is quite well known as a symbol/sign for yaoi. For those who don’t know, it is based on the reaction of westerners to BL anime. This guy was reacting to Boku no Pico and kept screaming “Yoooooooooooooo!”, thus where this expression came from.

[6] 东施效颦 An ugly woman trying to imitate a famous beauty. The idiom is used to describe when someone imitates another person badly and ends up with bad results. The story goes that Xi Shi, one of the four great beauties of China, had a bad heart. One day after washing the clothes, she walked home when he chest suddenly felt painful. She pressed her hand against her heart and furrowed her brows. The villagers praised her saying that even now, she looked beautiful. Upon seeing Xi Shi gain the praise of the villagers, another woman, who was ugly, decided to copy her believing that she too would look pretty if she did this. However, it just made her look even worse.

………..

Rui: Well, here’s another short novel for a bit of fun. I hope you enjoyed it! :) Yes, sorry for the long T/N throughout…. Unfortunately, there aren’t any extras for this as far as I know, but there is a BLCD that you can find on YouTube. Just copy paste the chinese title 总裁不苏 and you should find it.
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